
Can infants generate explanations?
Sally Berson & Lisa Feigenson 

Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, Johns Hopkins University 

L a b o r a t o r y
f o r  

C h i l d  
D e v e l o p m e n t

Developmental change in the ability to generate explanations between 16–20 months!

Background

Illusion of Explanatory Depth
(Rozenblit & Keil, 2002)

jargon in scientific explanation
(Cruz & Lombrozo, 2025)

Generating explanations 
helps us… 
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16–18-month-olds

Younger infants succeed at word learning
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Experiment 2: Method
Why do the younger infants fail?

understand the world by

& recognize gaps in our 
understanding of the world

going beyond 
spatiotemporal evidence

from ordinary objects… 

…to science

n = 57

This one’s 
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18–20-month-olds
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Test

Older infants succeed; younger infants fail
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